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[LLIAM ALLEN JOHNSTON.

horrr-rrr-rr T —
the theater hour for Broadway
jo great thoroughfare is whito
"$he ylnre of electric lights nnr‘.|
with crowds of ploasure loving|
ity stresming out of the play-|
Brass lunged igtartera’’ are
hing into line the tangles of auto
gd, carriages nnd cabs, and street
d eross street ears ara clanging
fely for right of way, 2
Bis din and deep confusion; it is
i impossible for a pedestrian to
B dhe street, and vet out of the
pd inte the disorder sounds that
sinister serenm of siren whistle.
tone, something wants a night of |
) evervthing else, demands it
in ear splitting shnck—and gets it. |
fer-iiili’” i _siren 15 screech |
pw like nn evil bird. Cabbies lush |
wing their horses to the eurb, an-|
ples dart this way and that with
jpned  spurts; pedestrians crowd
tand scurry for safety. There's
mentary clang of a bell, a red
that travels faster than the sound
ot uscliess bell—and the thing 18|
Ont of the night again and away |
& thoroughfare, rising clear ahove
Blatter and clang of the ecity's
itraflic, but growing fainter avery |
gounds that s=avage insistent
fpre-iini!’
a rod flush, a pleam of polished
pnd the momentary outline of
fantomnpbile with two figures =it |
posely upright in it! |
£ man in tho tonneau, whose faeo|
hen in repose looks as if he were |
mg the problem of a hopeless fire. |
Croker., The man in the front!
pping the wheel and steering!
¥ing car through the most popu- |
reet in the world at a mile a min- |
rling through lanes of vehicles|
often & clearing space smrvel\‘!
than the thickness of a sheet of |
intervenes on either side—if the|
ef’s driver, Captain Kush.
are remarkable men, decidedly
meeting, stndving, knowing. |
P positions are altogether differeant
g fire cluef of New York City; the
drives his epr. [ipon the pres
of one at every fire of consequency
s its mastery; the duty of the|
fis to get him there in the short-
pss1ble  time But the two men
Wlike in these respects—thiat each
plute master of his particular eall
! elher coneentrated in the
1, has no other apparent in
n hife save his work
Each Man a Master.
B mnan, in consequence. is A
Bt of his calling and its stern,
QoS oxaclions He could not be
ise. Sueh u life either makes a
i breaks him,
story of Cuaptain Ruzsh's daily
lurgely written in the figures on
ial of the speed registor of his
Phey sny that the car, ginpe it
Bt 1n servieo Ilnss than four yveurs
s 1raveled thirty-five thonsand

|
|
i

I

BB der (he distanes and
—once and u balf  arveund
and evary mile of 1t
Med city streets at the speod of o
goxpress!  Ton thonsand miles u
ﬂ- racing speed with never a rod
qehr trock! lmagine the strain I.rl'|
ow many men could stand 11 ? |
re 15 it or ue relaxation an ths
4f vou think thore is, ¥isit any
otse in the vity and note the por
g8, ulmost sioister solemnity  of

Hace, the keen, witehful faces of

i, how even the horses stund o
BEtnlls wilth one foot forward, ready

g forward at the elang of the
nd tle drop of the chains in front
in .

18 {there any time for antic
It 15 one thing to prepare for an |
Bobils raee, to train for i, to e
f"r s oNery reaction when the |
[T siys HGo!' 0L s gquite an
Mo awaken in the dead of night at ‘

g of o gong. 1o shide dewn & pole |

what it
the |
through

h

. |
1

Wake anid without word or hesita
1 y 1o the and milot a
eur unider as groat s strain of

ld musele as any work ever de

sl

then forgot him. You have n thousand
and one thinges to wateh every minute, | fore
and vou don’t sdwell upon any one of |
{hent for more than o fraction of a see
ond. Some byetanders told he that
ds the man tuorned wnteh s

rinnls

e rnmons red car slands to the left
B enter the Greut Jones
M, right alongside (he big “extra
® wnd ‘Crelief’? me ||] . "
pian in shirt 15 hovoering | " ':' o4, ~1'-J.m around, aud e
BREEY heiarannitni hov il Hol ];.-:1.1i,-|l||_' in front of f!jn' dar hils
Bk of dust is visible on the shining | "#1&N! i aod harled him  slap-bang
id brass surfaces, squirting oil into [$S4108E @ stone stoop twenty teet o] ihe
sogine and goar, keeping her eon. |00 side Hq et oy ktllod ”N'..“I'Il" gl
“tuned up’’ to top noteh serv- That's unavoidable  seerdent, of
A turn of the crank makes her 20070 ean 't guard agniust such
SR Rnd quiver, jumping impatiently ”””:".
i fire horse in harnese, ready and A single fatality in
A e mad plunge to the flames, |50 eding uver ghty thonsand my L
Buirs in Lis (idy quarters sits the |trowded sl A very remarkable
Bo ratis her. Captaii Bush ”‘“r:-,_‘-.quj locomative drivers with
the Kind of mun you have sl-
formed o mental image of, as
| to sit, day in and out, night in
f._- bebind the stoering wheal of |
ire oar—an athleto in the pink of
sation, clean eut in face and figure,
pRroomed, tanned a leathery brown
pnstunt exposure to sun, wind snd
There is8 ot a line of hesitntion |
features, not an ounce of super-
weight on him, not o hit of fool
in hig system. If he ever had |
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“'THE WHEEL WENT CLEAN THROUGH AN

anid & vonstantly elear track be- | table He
them can olwim =0 good o one he thought
ioerur
apon
arp!*?

lineel

narrow
od nt the query.

cseapes? o taiy Tlush
ad 1 oreacalled then
experienes of @ reporter who onee
with him to uptown fire, Thow
ed thromgh a preat erowd of sehool
Iren,  who, somehow, WY,
el awnv i =afety pn eather side of
r tearing erared 1 hi
[ the
ks of work locked
withy antomohiloy rume
ing without wuarning
ta, till at st the
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Buch wenknesses they  have boen |

L ont of Lim, i

Not Given to Talk.

hy, I canu’t tell vou anything, ' he
pharply. “‘llnve s eha: And
Boversation might have eunded then

gthere, for if the chisf's driver
Bt talk ahout lis worlk there is ab- |
" nothing left. He has no intor
any other subject. Several times
froduced Extraneons matters in the
ol queries, only to be met with
IRCOnIe Tesponse: ‘T don't know

r hid the interost to mnquire

yYou nre used to firemen,

!nlll off-hiand about

I only one way  (p interview

A0, get the story first from  an- |
mnd then firstband from them ns
¥Y to wriggle out of it
Well, vou lost o whes! one Lime???

stml.‘ )

« ¥e8. "' he wnid. ““The nigh front
PThat happesed on Seeond avenuo |
#ar, nhout 4 in the morning. Wa

l‘i blocks before the ear slopned.
HELE at time we would 1 turtle
B i d turn turtle,
Bow did vou manage 170
mst Jugeled the cur. Hwung
Wity and thon lifted the hub by
RAE i the otbher direction. It wie

\;’l:t_l\, we were going fifty miles

Thov |
thomselves
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Ehe whoeol went

all ffenco. Tt was lueky
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Among the resldonts ol B Law-

rence rivor resarls nonge presents a chariie

than Mnajor J. H
Islund
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Pleturesge T IHH'-‘ "
I er Al e f b, known o ol Thousand ST -
v b fon over uny one? i e s A e
AWy once., Wo wore going down | Hmal Moy i a) doybia
gpwery eatly oue Sunday morning, | " Tesemblance of the Mijor 1o Amer
B=—li0 was drunk we lesrned after. |C0F 0 humorist 1 Festin i bl
groesed in front of us with pl & | Thundes II{I Il_”_r-.,.. " intaleen the
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the eross street he is about to pass; it

tlwavs the one abead whieh ¢l
his attention The statement sounds
curious nt first thought, but the bue
ties are natoral enough. At the speerd
of fifty miles an hour tauleos only
threo nnd ope-linlf wnids to pass by
an enlire caty block thres and one half
seconds only, and that brief lapse of
time is altogether neoded to mek out
n lane through congested traffie or for
wide swoap of quick manoeuver
to avord a bad eolhsion =i cher
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oy vach
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urchin, says Captain RBush, s the war
[iest animal u existence and the quick
est ab dodging: nor wre trocks and enbs
dangerous. Thoy know well that seream
of the siren whistle nuod halt at its
distant sonnd. It 15 rather the reciless
taxicabs of the night traffic and the
law-brenking “‘jov viders'’ who come
catapulting out of the dim side stroets

with horns tooting =0 loudly they can-|

nnt hear his own siren. It seems it
tle short of marvelous that no accidenle
have happened.

Many absurd stories uve
‘!lll‘ streets regarding the fire
ldriver, Somp are to the eorfect
|drivers nre changed ns often as ench
| woel, on dccount of the terrific strain
invalyed These are all imiginutive
talas,

There have been only two chauffeurs
|in the serviee. The {fizst, Oswald, was
| hadly injured al & Brooklyn fire. Chief
| Croker tells of the incident in his la-
|t'|’mi»!. unemotional way. It was simply
|ome of the duily grist of the fire de-
{partment accidents,

The fire, a serious one. was under
| control, and chief and driver were walk-
ing back to the ear when n big., raggad
wnll toppled and  fell. The chief
jumped and eleared the flying dabris,
tho driver stumhbled and was ecanght
Ile recovered from his injurics, bhut was
never fit again for the exactions of the
gloering wheel

Then eame Rush in 1901, with oight
caontinuous night and dav vears to s
record un to date and the ranking title
of eaptain in the service Iis first
ecar was o small runabont steamer, with
n eapneity of thirty miles an hour
I'here s a photograph of it on the wall
of his room.

This room, by the way, i= unique in
its decorations, like the ocevpation of
the man who =pends his wating me-
ments there, In orderly array along the
wainscotiing are  electrie  hatteries,
gauges, parts of engine and goear, all
r"'ﬁli" f“r Illl.‘fa"lﬂ?.'lﬂﬂl!”ﬂ msertion an
event of broakdown. Tpon the walls
pre altornatine photos of big fires and
Iracing ears. Firg and speed! A sharp-
I¥ defined, thrilling orbit for 1 man to
move in wirth never a stray path of re
laxation.

afloat in

Some Record Euns

“You mpdo a record  ron
Spuyten Duvvil,”” T suggestoil.

O, well, that's nothing. I simply
|_-:hr|\\'-'f| the speed we fravel at There's
lno arcwment ahout that, T think
““We went ont of the station here on
third alarm. and a minule or 50
fafter we reached Spuvten Duvvil we
| sent in o il alarm for a firebhoat.
| They say here the station thal the
fegnocial T rang twenty-two minutes
after we left

Wilaw far is it to
Dh, u4s wany miles, T s
here to Kingshride the
direet: that

nnes LT

P

Dy il ?
onld say From
route s Torly

15 very dovions.

Spayten

nfter

chief s |
that !

[Such time is common, however, Just
{ the other day we tame hiers from 177th
| streel and Amsterdam avonue in ten
minutes flat. The var 18 o 40 45 horse-
power, wilh a spepd of sixty to siztyv:
five miles. On the down grades, of
vourse, she goes faster,’' concluded the
captoin, with a suggestive light in his
l‘\'l‘.

{ A= we talked in the eaptain’s room
||1n- celebration thronghout the eity of
our great nationnl boliday was in pro
| gress.  The Fourth of July each vear
| menns strenuons work for the fire de
partimont. In the morning it was fairly
quiat, hut in the afternoon things be
gnn o warm up. Small bhoys whose
soils wore stirred with patriotism and
in=pired foreign eitizens who eould not
tell the name of their nation’s president
{were getting in their deadly work all
the eity and the profitable resalis
winging their alarms inlo sla-

ang! Clang! Clang!?' With each
haneful report of the gong the bhigr sta-
tion housa stirred all over. Downstairs
chaips elanked and the sghod hoofs of
lorses clattered over the clean briek
floor, and shadowy, ghostlike, blue-
shirted forms oume sprawling down the
gleaming hrass poles. [

VFirst alarme,’! snid the
[““but the third- -_t_h:a? mesns
come prefty soon. ’

1t did eome, scarcely ten  minoies
later from Iarlem's **Little Ttaly,'" a
| gplendid  nucleus of patriotic ohsery-
'anees, The captain made a singla move
lont of his chaw and over to the brass
(pole in the mext room.

3% the time I had seampered down
[ the stairs and across the main flonr two
{ Tigures, eclief and driver. wore sitling
topge and upright in the big red car and
{he meobantewan  was  swinging  the
[erank. 3
| *“Borrrrr!’ sang the enger engine,
nnd ““elank! ™! ran the dropiped chain st
the donr. A erowd of admiring young-
sters qumped back and stood tightly
Irrt'\\-'"li ngainst the onter wnll ‘

S Whurrerrr-rrr ! The etation houso
rang with tha blast of the siren, and tha
par lurched through the door. A tmek:
man 4 bloek away pulled up bis borses
and backed around a corner.

sohuele! ehuek!’ go the elutehes,
and with eaeh grip tha animallike eor
gives an answering leap, Already she
.*- gathering speed and swerves aronnd
e eprpor, shirting a Inzy street car by

sareely an inch
i ,-I- i !‘a.u.-!;' *t Another eluteh, another
tremor. nand sha's off up the avenue in
wild flight, past elevated posts

wwiled  corners, dangerons Crossimpen
und shppery ear teacks, on, on, "!_%ﬂ'!
it's & merev,’’ smd the mechameisn,
tithat she comoes baek  whole. Hi
jikes this big rod spirited car as one
rrows to love a horse 1T '.\:l]-'lnru aver
bty a mercey, ves, ' he added, "‘hur
Jie '8 gut A troe hand on the wheel.

||'I'. er

captain,

ne—vill

SOME OLD FACTS

ti1t wounld take the working force

pours upon the land of the state of Il

again every year.''

CUOMPILED BY TOM W. WINDER

IN NEW CLOTHES

of 800 millions of horses, working day

and night, to transport the water which the wind brings from the sea and

inois, and gathers up and carries away
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